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praise. This is important, not only as another failure in
the analogy alleged between Geometry and Morals, but
because, if morals, to gain their * fitness/ have to wait for
practical work, they do not find it in the speculative Reason,
which only thinks and proves and does not work: they win
it first on the path of immediate conversion of thought into
action. The indeterminate state of the psychological boun-
dary between Logic and Ethics is answerable for more than
one unsettled dispute left by the 'Rational' School of
Moralists to their successors.

(3) Good and Evil, in will and character, cannot be re-
duced to the True and False; because the latter are unsus-
ceptible of degrees, which attach to the very essence of the
former. Every definite affirmation demands an unqualified
Yea or Nay: there is no tertium quid of which it admits. If
ever we say, c There is some truth in that,' it is only because
the affirmation is as yet indefinite^ either from the quantity of
the subject being unspecified, or from the predicate being
ambiguous j the proposition in both cases being an agglu-
tination of two, one true and the other false. But every
moral judgment is between a better and a worse; and the
relatively worse at the moment is not necessarily and for
ever the absolutely bad; nor is the relatively better the
eternally best: each of these, shifted into another position
of comparison, may appear at the other end of the relation.
Hence there are shades of excellence in character, emerging
at the upper limit into Divine Perfection; and this, not
because for different persons there are different frequencies
of absolute sins mingled with absolutely virtuous acts, so
that the statistical averages come out unequal, but because
the whole levels of the voluntary life are separated by inter-
vals and exhibit a series of altitudes. The certainty and the'
interior nature of this fact become at once apparent on re-
ferring to the scale of worth that runs through our springs of
action. But truth has no comparative or superlative: it can
never be less than true, and never more: its existence is its
perfection, It is only we that, by missing it here and ar>